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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT DESPATCH BY ROBIN WRIGHT WASHING- 
TON POST JUNE 1 HEADED "RHODESIANS HOLDING TOWN 60 MILES 
IN MOZAMBIQUE." 

2. SALISBURY, RHODESIA, MAY 31-RHODESIA TODAY ESCA- 
LATED ITS 4-1/2 YEAR FIGHT AGAINST BLACK NATIONALIST 
GUERRILLAS BY CAPTURING A TOWN 60 MILES INSIDE NEIGH- 
BORING MOZAMBIQUE AND ANNOUNCING THAT IT WOULD HOLD THE 
TOWN UNTIL ALL GUERRILLAS HAVE BEEN CLEARED FROM THE 
AREA. 

3. GEN. PETER WALLS, COMMANDER OF THE RHODESIAN OPERA- 
TION. SAID HIS TROOPS WOULD CONTINUE TO OPERATE INSIDE 
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MOZAMBIQUE UNTIL THEIR "TASK IS COMPLETE." HE GAVE NO 
INDICATION OF WHEN THIS WOULD BE, BUT SOURCES SAID THE 
RHODESIANS WOULD PROBABLY WITHDRAW BY THURSDAY. 

4. (THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN, WHICH HAVE BEEN 
JOINTLY TRYING TO WORK OUT A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO THE 
DEMANDS OF BLACKS IN WHITE-RULED RHODESIA FOR POLITICAL 
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POWER, EXPRESSED CONCERN TUESDAY OVER RHODESIA'S 

OPERATION IN MOZAMBIQUE. STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 
JOHN TRATTNER SAID, "WE MADE IT CLEAR TO THE RHODESIANS 
THAT WE DISAPPROVE OF THE CROSS-BORDER ACTIONS." 

BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY DAVID OWEN ISSUED A STATEMENT 
THAT SAID HE WAS "DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT THE RHODESIAN 
FORCES HAD NOT ONLY CROSSED THE BORDER INTO MOZAMBIQUE 
BUT HAVE ANNOUNCED THAT THEY INTEND TO STAY INSIDE 
MOZAMBIQUE.") 

5. OF THE THREE "HOT-PURSUIT" STRIKES INTO MOZAMBIQUE, 
RHODESIA HAS ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE PAST YEAR, THE CURRENT 
ONE APPEARS TO BE THE MOST SERIOUS SETBACK FOR THE IN- 
SURGENT FORCES FIGHTING THE WHITE-MINORITY GOVERNMENT 
OF PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH. 

6. IN ADDITION TO CAPTURING THE TOWN, MAPAI, THE RHO- 
DESIAN TROOPS DESTROYED THREE GUERRILLA CAMPS AND KILLED 
32 REBELS, WALLS SAID. MAPAI WAS THE MAIN ADMINISTRA- 
TION BASE FOR THE GUERRILLAS, ACCORDING TO WALLS. 

7. RHODESIAN AIR SUPPORT ALSO DISRUPTED INSURGENT SUP- 
PLY LINES, WALLS SAID, ADDING THAT A "CONSIDERABLE 
AMOUNT" OF ARMS, EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES USED BY THE 
SOVIET-BACKED FORCES OF THE ZIMBABWE AFRICAN NATIONAL 
UNION LIBERATION MOVEMENT WAS CAPTURED OR DESTROYED. 
RHODESIAN TROOPS SUFFERED ONLY MINOR INJURIES, HE SAID. 
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8. THE STRIKE, WHICH BEGAN SUNDAY, WAS THE RESULT OF 
RHODESIAN INTELLIGENCE REPORTS THAT THERE WAS AN IN 
SURGENT BUILDUP IN MOZAMBIQUE, ACCORDING TO WALLS. 

9. IN ADDITION TO MAPAI, THE BASES HIT WERE AT RIO, 

THREE MILES INSIDE MOZAMBIQUE ALONG THE LIMPOPO RIVER, 
AND AT MODULO PAN AND ST. JORGE DO LIMPOPO, 40 AND 50 
MILES FROM THE BORDER. 

10. WALLS ADMITTED THAT CASUALTY FIGURES FOR REBELS 
WERE MUCH LOWER THAN ON THE PREVIOUS TWO STRIKES, IN 
AUGUST AND NOVEMBER LAST YEAR, WHEN SEVERAL HUNDRED 
INSURGENTS WERE REPORTED KILLED. BUT HE SAID HE WAS 
NOT DISAPPOINTED IN THE OPERATION. EARLIER REPORTS 
INDICATED THAT 41 GUERRILLAS HAD BEEN KILLED. 

1 1 . THE RAID DID NOT QUIET THE REBELS ENTIRELY. WHILE 
THE RHODESIANS WERE IN MOZAMBIQUE, INSURGENTS STAGED A 
MORTAR ATTACK ON VILA SALAZAR, THE RHODESIAN BORDER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


BASE FROM WHICH WALLS' TROOPS WERE OPERATING, ACCORDING 
TO A RHODESIAN MILITARY COMMUNIQUE TONIGHT. 

12. WALLS EMPHASIZED THAT RHODESIA DOES NOT WANT TO 
VIOLATE MOZAMBIQUE TERRITORY EXCEPT TO STRIKE AT GUER- 
RILLA BASES. 

13. THE RAIDS WERE ANNOUNCED AS THE ANGLO-AMERICAN 
"CONSULTING TEAM" CONTINUED TO TRY TO WORK OUT A NEW SET 
OF PROPOSALS TO SETTLE RHODESIA'S 11 -YEAR-OLD CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CRISIS, AND THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE INDICATION OF 
WHAT THE RAIDS' IMPACT WOULD BE. 

14. TWO MEMBERS OF THE TEAM LEFT SALISBURY TODAY TO 
MEET IN MAPUTO, MOZAMBIQUE'S CAPITAL, WITH ROBERT MUGABE 
HEAD OF THE NATIONAL UNION. THEY ARE TO GO ON TO ZAMBIA 
TO MEET WITH JOSHUA NKOMO, HEAD OF A GROUP OF ANTI- 
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RHODESIAN GUERRILLAS BASED IN ZAMBIA AND BOTSWANA. END 
TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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